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PHOBIA


	These some haunting raps,

what you think about that?

Might be a daunting task,

but we on through that.

I'm seeing nine black cats

with some teeth to match,

savage beasts wearing feral masks.

There is this house I abhor and hate,

it's all dark on the corner of my block.

I live among the impoverished and destitute,

the abject poor, here’s the proof:

The domicile was derelict, all run-down,

no sun now, we call the block mud town.

It was a defunct warehouse, no longer used,

the kids used to throw bottles

at the windows after school.

The government demanded the house

made a requisition,

they wanted to renovate it, fix it up

for the rich and the affluent,

those who have money, it's crummy

some wanted to knock it down,

raze the house.

Damn! so damn cruel and reprehensible

the way the politicians treat the poor like

they’re dispensable.

The house stayed put, remained dilapidated,

in a state of disrepair so the neighbors hate it.

My fear was exacerbated by this fact,

made more intense by this fact.

My friends tried to pacify me,

allay my fears, stop my tears,

assuage my fears,

soothe me like Jimmy Page drinking a

smoothie,

before a show to calm his anxiety,

sedate himself into a state of sobriety.

Hip-hop heads screaming who's he?

He's the ghost in these...

Haunting raps…

I'm agoraphobic: scared of open spaces,

claustrophobic: scared of confined spaces,

so I'm doubly screwed,

know what I mean dude?

At least I'm transparent like diaphanous

screens letting light through.

I live in fear, it sounds queer,

I have harrowing experiences year after year.

Just to step out my door is a strenuous task,

requiring strength like a canvas needs paint,

an ascetic practices restraint,

he ain't eating caviar,

he's sitting in his old house it's kind of quaint,

but not this frickin’ haunted house,

it’s all that I'm seeing, up to the ceiling,

spider webs leaving me reeling.

Against the stormy day

this house is redoubtable,

arouses dread and alarm, it's formidable.

The austere appearance, bare and bleak,

makes me taciturn, I'm too scared speak.

This experience enervates me, I need sleep.

I need to abscond, hide out

and I'm gunna sneak.

The desolate, deserted, dreary landscape,

makes me wish I was at home eating

my mama's pancakes.

I'm feeling despondent,

distressed and hopeless,

I'm not the dopest maybe I'm just a dope,

I'm forlorn, I'm lonely, I have no hope,

Haunting raps
	daunting (adj.) – intimidating

feral (adj.) – savage, wild, untamed

abhor (v.) – to hate, loathe

destitute (adj.) – impoverished

abject (adj.) – of the most miserable or contemptible kind

domicile (n.) – a residence, a home

derelict (adj.) – run-down, abandoned

defunct (adj.) – no longer used or existing

requisition (n.) – a demand for goods, often by an authority

renovate (v.) – to restore, return to original state

affluent (adj.) – rich, wealthy

raze (v.) – to demolish

reprehensible (adj.) – deserving criticism

dilapidated (adj.) – in a state of disrepair

exacerbate (v.) – to make more violent, intense

pacify (v.) – to sooth, ease

allay (v.) – to sooth, assuage

assuage (v.) – to ease, pacify

anxiety (n.) – uneasiness

sedate (v.) – to calm, soothe

sobriety (n.) – moderation from excess, calm, tranquility

agoraphobia (n.) – an abnormal fear of open or public places

claustrophobia (n.) – an abnormal fear of closed or crowded spaces

diaphanous (adj.) – transparent, light, airy

harrowing (adj.) – agonizing,distressing

strenuous (adj.) – requiring tremendous strength or energy

canvas (n.) – a piece of cloth on which an artist paints

ascetic (n.) – one who practices restraint as a means of self-discipline, usually religious

quaint (adj.) – old-fashioned

reel (v.) – to be thrown off balance or feel dizzy

redoubtable (adj.) – formidable, commanding respect

formidable (adj.) – arousing fear or alarm

austere (adj.) – very bare, bleak, simple

taciturn (adj.) – not inclined to talk

enervate (v.) – to weaken, make weary

abscond (v.) – to sneak away and hide

desolate (adj.) – deserted, lifeless

despondent (adj.) – discouraged, hopeless, depressed

forlorn (adj.) – lonely, hopeless



1. Domicile ____

A. Tranquilize

2. Abhor _____

B. Uneasiness

3. Pacify _____

C. Frightful

4. Harrowing _____

D. Hopeless

5. Austere _____

E. Agonizing

6. Forlorn _____

F. Soothe

7. Abscond _____

G. House

8. Redoubtable _____
H. Hate

9. Sedate _____

 I. Sneak

10. Anxiety ____

J. Simple
1. That cat looks much too _________ to be a house-cat; it must have been

raised in the wild.

A) Charming

B) Grandiose

C) Obtuse

D) Feral

E) Delicate
2. News of yet another kidnapping ________ Jane’s fear of strangers.

A) Assuaged

B) Belittled

C) Alleviated

D) Elucidated

E) Exacerbated

3. As head of the Pacification Department, Lauren’s job was to promote

__________among the populace during times of potential panic.

A) Mutability

B) Anarchy

C) Apathy

D) Sobriety

E) Propriety

4. Quentin was never very good at indoor hide-and-seek, mainly because his

_________ prevented him from hiding in the closets.

A) Agoraphobia

B) Sensitivity

C) Claustrophobia

D) Gaudiness

E) Emaciation

5. Wen bought some _________ curtains to allow some sunlight into his room,

while still maintaining his privacy.

A) Opaque

B) Fetid

C) Diaphanous

D) Lucid

E) Ethereal

6. Though Siddhartha came from a wealthy family, he ended up living the life of

a(n) ______, devoid of luxury.

A) Voluptuary

B) Ascetic

C) Anarchist

D) Pacifist

E) Hedonist

7. Grandma had lots of old-fashioned things in her house, but of all her ancient

knick-knacks, I always found her cuckoo clock to be the most _________.

A) Vulgar

B) Stoic

C) Quaint

D) Ostentatious

E) Statuesque

8. Watching him prance nimbly in the ring before the fight, Foreman had to admit

that Ali was a truly _________ opponent.

A) Formidable

B) Callous

C) Profane

D) Languid

E) Effete

9. Shopping _______ me so much that I often fall asleep on the bus ride home

from the mall.

A) Invigorates

B) Enervates

C) Extricate

D) Satiates

E) Placate

10. Some enthusiasts who dreamed of life on mars were upset by the pictures

that showed the planet’s rocky, _______ landscape.

A) Vibrant

B) Dynamic

C) Desolate

D) Iridescent

E) Diaphanous

Reading Comprehension: 
I have to be honest: I don't like my mother-in-law very much. It's not that I abhor

her or anything, it's just that she's so anxious all the time, it's a little hard to deal

with. It's always a daunting task whenever she comes over to dinner. No matter

what I cook, we have to allay all of her fears about the food before she'll take a

single bite. And it's pretty hard to pacify her once she gets excited. One time,

when I cooked rabbit stew, she got so worked-up that she told me that cooking

rabbit was reprehensible, that you should only cook feral animals. I asked her if

she considered a cow to be a feral animal, but she wouldn't answer me. Instead

she ate nothing and remained taciturn for the rest of the dinner. Her visits are so

exhausting and enervating!

1. The tone in the passage is best described as:

(A) Analytical

(B) Skeptical

(C) Reverent

(D) Hateful

(E) Annoyed

2. The word "allay" in the passage above most closely means:

(A) Cook

(B) Assuage

(C) Discuss

(D) Exemplify

(E) Answer
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